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become anything else. It was under her govern-
ment that the prosecution of the religious revolu-
tionaries, who were also social and political
revolutionaries, was carried out with the most
activity. On these accounts the English writers,
when England had become Protestant long after,
tended to make Mary Tudor a more active figure
than she was because they tended to make her
villainness of the piece. A ridiculous picture was
drawn of a vindictive fanatical woman, attempting
to repress the universal dislike of Catholicism
by a sort of reign of terror. Her short reign is
still called, in the official English histories at
Oxford and Cambridge, " the Marian Re-
action," as though the English people were then
progressing in a tide towards Protestantism and
the short six years of Mary's reign were a mere
abortive and cruel effort to check a great national
movement.
All that, of course, is absurdly false: of all the
falsehoods of our official history it is perhaps the
one falsehood most widely divorced from reality.
There was no national movement towards Pro-
testantism; the Queen was popular; the
prosecution and execution of the religious
revolutionaries excited no national protest.
But the curious thing is that those who should
be the defenders of true, that is Catholic, history,